‘ Trip Information Packet

Daily Itinerary, Map Info, Additional Resources, and Gear List

DROPSTONE
OUTFITTING

Hello from Dropstone Outfitting -

Thank you for joining us this summer in the Bob Marshall Wilderness! Included in this document is a
general itinerary for your trip; however, details may be subject to change. We will be giving you a route
map when you arrive, but if you wish to have other maps, we have also provided additional map
resources. Furthermore, we have included a bit about travelling in bear country and water treatment
options. Lastly, we have included a recommended gear list. Look over this information closely and let

us know if you have any questions.

Daily Itinerary

The day before the trip begins: Please arrive in Great Falls, Montana (if flying) no later than 4 PM

where we will pick you up in our van. If driving, please arrive in Choteau no later than 5 PM. At 5 PM,
we will rendezvous at the Stage Stop Inn (located on the north end of town on highway 89 headed
towards Glacier National Park) and then caravan to our headquarters. We will sort gear, make lunches
for the following day, and have a brief orientation before dinner. We will provide dinner the evening
before the trip. Keep all necessary medications and personal items with you. We will be
weighing and packing your 20 Ilbs. of gear the night before the trip — you won't see it again until
the afternoon of the following day. During the trip, you are welcome to park your vehicles at our

headquarters.

First Day: We will leave Choteau between 6:30 - 8 AM depending on the distance to the trailhead.
We will specify the departure time the night before. The Stage Stop Inn has a continental breakfast, or if
you would like a hot breakfast, the Outpost Deli just down the road opens at 6 AM. We will start hiking

between 9 - 10 AM and arrive at camp in the late afternoon.

Daily Schedule: Breakfast will be ready between 7 and 8:30 AM depending on the day’s activity.

Coffee is ready by 7 AM. After breakfast, we will make our lunches and then get ready for the day’s
adventure. The following day’s itinerary will be discussed each evening so you will have an idea of what
we will encounter including the timeline, how much water and food to pack, the expected difficulty of
the hike and any water crossings. If it is a moving day, we will often ask you to have your gear ready by a

certain time, usually 8:30 AM. We will begin hiking between 9 and 10, stopping regularly to enjoy the
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scenery, drink some water and eat a snack. Feel free to move at your own pace as we have a lead and
tail guide to accommodate different hiking speeds. We will all re-group and break for lunch around
12:30 PM. Sometime during the middle of the day, the pack train will pass our hiking group to begin
setting up our next camp. We will arrive at camp in the late afternoon, giving you time to set up your

tent, refresh, and relax a bit before dinner. Dinner is served between 6:30 and 7:30 PM.

Final Day: The final day will look much like the other days on the trip. We will reach the trailhead in the
early afternoon and then drive back to Choteau to unpack and sort gear before going our separate

directions. We will have a shuttle that goes to Great Falls that evening for those who need it.

Map Information

If you wish to purchase a map before the trip, we recommend maps published by Cairn Cartographic, a
mapping company based out of Missoula, MT. These maps include mileage approximations that can

be helpful. They can be purchased on-line at http://www.cairncarto.comor directly from us when you
arrive. There are two maps published for the Bob Marshall - one that covers the north half and one the

covers the south half. You may purchase both or ask us which portion you need.

The Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex Map, produced by the United States Forest Service, can be
purchased on-line at http://www.nationalforestmapstore.com. Search under Montana, and then

look for the title “Bob Marshall, Great Bear, and Scapegoat Wilderness Areas”.

You may also want to buy more in-depth topographic maps (1:24,000 scale) produced by the United
States Geological Survey (USGS). These maps can be bought at http://store.usgs.gov or call 1-888-
275-8747. 1f you would like the list of the 7.5-minute quads we will be traveling into, let us know and we

will provide one.

We carry all of the 7.5-minute quad maps as well as large scale Bob Marshall Wilderness maps that you

are welcome to look at and use anytime during the trip.
Additional Resources

Traveling in Bear Country: The Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex is home to the largest Grizzly Bear
population in the Lower 48. This is one aspect that makes the Wilderness Area so unique. All of our
guides are familiar with proper bear etiquette and carry bear spray. We also have free bear spray
available to anyone who would like to carry a canister and will go over proper use during our

orientation. No firearms will be allowed on trips. Please take some time to educate yourself about
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traveling safely in bear country by visiting our website. We have a PDF document titled Bear Safety

located under the Trip Preparation tab in the “Book A Trip” menu option for more information.

Backcountry Water Treatment: Passing birds, animals, or humans can contaminate all backcountry
water sources, including fast-flowing, glacier-fed streams. We treat the water we use in camp for group
consumption, but you are responsible for how and if you treat your water for personal use. Aquamira
water treatment drops are available for purchase or loan; however, there are many other options

available to you. Take some time to learn more by downloading the Water Treatment PDF document

on our website under the under the Trip Preparation tab in the “Book A Trip” menu option.

Call or email us if you have any further questions about the trip or the above information.
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Gear list

Please note that you will be limited to 20 POUNDS of personal gear to be carried by the stock. This includes
the weight of your tent, sleeping bag, and sleeping pad. We are strict about the weight limit because we bring as
few pack animals as possible to minimize our impact to the landscape. You will also be carrying a daypack when

OUTFITTING

you hike. What you bring in this pack is not included in the 20 pounds.

*We will provide camp chairs, which are not included in the weight limit.
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Long underwear top and bottom (NO COTTON)

2 T-Shirts

Light weight pull over, jacket, or vest (NO COTTON)
Mid weight pullover or jacket (NO COTTON)

Rain gear—BOTH top and bottom, every day

A pair of pants for hiking

A pair of shorts (optional)

2-3 pairs of socks (NO COTTON)

Undergarments

Warm hat and gloves

Bandana/scarf that can get wet

Sunhat

Sunscreen

Sunglasses

Toiletries

Baby wipes

Small towel (optional)

Any medication you may need during the trip
Blister-care/1®" Aid (Guides carry complete 1% Aid kits)
Headlamp

Of the items on the gear list, what should | carry in
my daypack?

* Rain gear — BOTH top and bottom, every day

* Hatand gloves — every day

¢ Light-weight pull over

e Water bottles/Camelback — at least 640z.

*  Water filtration method**

* Lunch and snacks — provided

* Sunscreen, sunhat, sunglasses

e Sandals/Crocs (if needed for stream crossings that day)

* Bandana - that can get wet to cool yourself or wrap
around your neck for warmth

e Any blister care/1* aid products you may need
e Camera and/or Binoculars

Two water bottles/Camelback (bring enough containers to hold at least 64 oz. of water)

Water filtration method **
Hiking boots or shoes
Gators (optional)

Sandals/Camp shoes (make sure you have something for stream crossings)

Hiking poles (available for rent)
Small backpack for day use (available for rent)

Tent—If you are coming with another person, consider sharing a tent (available for rent)

Sleeping bag (available for rent)
Sleeping pad (available for rent)
Camera and/or binoculars (optional)
A small book or journal (optional)

**We will provide Aquamira drops for sale or loan for water purification along the trail, but if you prefer a different method, feel free to

bring it along. If you are buying a product especially for this trip, we recommend the Steri-pen Adventurer option. For more info about
backcountry water treatment, view the Water Treatment PDF on our website.
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